Women's Suffrage

Reasons why women should or should not
have the right to vote



What was
the
campaign
about?

“WHY I WANT THE VYOTE.”

*o ¥ Dnder this Acading we shall Bave From fiwmie o fime

fhe personal epimions of awr best-Enown supporters,
giting the reasowns why fhey want the vole. We
all Rwow the broad reasons wifty we wand 1t but
the intimate reasoning whick fas led others of us
into the ardent fohting frowmt ranks has a sphecial
inlerest, This wweek one of owr most eloguent
speakers gives Rer reasons—and with ne uncdriain
Ly e

[ want the b P
briscanse Toorel Cur-
ron savs ‘f it as
the  imperishable
heritage of the
human rTadce, " and
thercfore 1t e
longs to me.

[' want it be-
cause the young
workmen over the
age of twenty-one
whom 1 employ
are going to the
polls . o proudly
register their Im-
perial views on
the Budget andd
2 Laryft Retorm,
while I, a middle-
agedd woman, sit
in my office and
construct the
means by which
they -earn thear
Living, st a1
e B
shut out myself.

T

I S T L T . | P P A Se e T s

MATD ARNCLIFFESENDNETT,.




ST QUL Mysel,
I want it because T do not see why the women 1 employ
—skilled workers, the chief or sole supporters of their
humble homes—should not, the same as men, protect
their labour and thetr other mterests at the polls. I want
the voie because T pay to educate the children of my older
workmen, vet they, who pay no rates or taxes, are march-
ing to the ballot-box, and the Government, which 1mpu-
dently robs me of my hard-earned money, would send me
Lo prison as a third-class criminal were T to walk fo St
Stephen’s and importune for a hearing to redress my
A IEVANCES,

[ want the Vole because Mr. Lloyd George received a
deputation of footballers who, in order to protect their
playgrounds, claimed exemption from the land taxes in
the proposed Budget; vet deputations of women des-
perately claiming protection for their livelihood and lives
are derided and declined a hearing!

I want 1t because of the ever-increasing numbers of
poor women who are annually murdered in this country,
and because of the horrible apathy with which Parlia-
ment and Society meet the wholesale destruction of these
girls and the hideous system revealed in such cases as
the late Brixton one,

I want it because Daisy Lord is being detained for the
term of her natural life, while the author of her agony,
who abandoned her to her fate, is still at large—a voter,

What was the
campaign about?

or potential one. I want the authonity, which my re-
sponsibility as an experienced, thinking, mtelligent
member of the community demands, to reconstruct the
false and cruel standard of morality by which forlom
maternity s so often plunged in the mire, and mn its fear
and frenzy driven to kill the thing it loves and longs for,
namely, 1ts young, i S

T want it for woman's work—to educate children, house
the poor, protect the mother spirit, to vote away the bad
divorce law which the “ Englishman’s sense of fair play

has thought good enough for English wives! Lady
McTaren’s Charter would, at one fell stroke, uproot the
many wrongs from which our women suffer ; but how to
force that Charter home without the weapon of the Vote?
Impossible ' —and that is why I want it!

MAUD ARNCLIFFE-SENNETT.
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FOURTEEN REASONS FOR SUPPORTING
WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE.

1.—Because it 1s the foundation of all political liberty that those who obey
the Law should be able to have a voice in choosing those who make the Layw.

2.—Because Parliament should be the reflection of the wishes ot the people.

3—DBecause Parliament cannot fully reflect the wishes of the people, when
the wishes of women are without any direct representation.

4—Because most Laws affect women as much as men, and some Laws
affect women especially.

5—Because the Laws which affect women especially are now passed without
consulting those persons whom they are intended to benefit.

- 0.--Because Laws affecting children should be regarded from the woman’s
point of view as well as the man’s.

7.—Because every session questions affecting the home come up for con-
sideration in Parliament.
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8.—Because women have experience which should be helpfully brought to
bear on domestic legislation.

g.—Because to deprive women of the vote is to lower their position in
common estimation.

10. - Because the possession of the vote would increase the sense ot
responsibility amongst women towards questions of public importance.

11.—Because public-spirited mothers make public-spirited sons,

12.—Because large numbers of intelligent, thoughtful, hard-working women
desire_the franchise.

13.—Because the objections raised against their having the franchise are

based on sentiment, not on reason,

14—Because—to sum all reasons up in one—it is for the common

gu;mi of all.

Frinted by Bradbury, Agnew & Co., Ltd, London and Tenbridge, for the MNational Union of Wonten's
Sultrage Socletles, and Published by them at 25, Victoria Street, 5, W,
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What does Women's
Suffrage mean ?

Some people think that Women’s Suffrage means break-
ing windows and spoiling other people's property.

This is a great mistake. Only a small number of women
do these violent actions.

Thousands and thousands of quiet law-abiding women
are asking for the vote.

Why do they want it ?

Not in order to sit in Parliament. It would not give
them the right to do that.

They want it in order that they may be able to help
choose the men who make the laws.

What are these laws about ?

AMces f Alvil ccn ahnaak nhildman ' hassana  swrncnnl basean

What was

the goal of
the
campaign?



Many of them are about children, houses, wages, taxes,
insurance, old-age pensions, and lots of other things which
matter to women just as much as to men.

Don't you think it fair that a woman should be able
to hEIF decide how her children are to be educated, and
what kind of home she is to live in ?

Women want to help men to make this country a better
place than it is for all the men and women and children
in it.

In order that they should be able to do this, women
ask men to help them get votes,

If you think it is fair that women should have votes
will you sign a card and become a “Lriend of Women's
Suffrage 7

There is nothing to pay, and your name will not be
printed or used in any public way. We just want to know
that you are a Friend in order that we may let you know
when we have meetings and send you some of our papers.

Remember that we are a law-abiding, non-militant society,
and that our work depends on Public sympathy.

You can help us if you will !

sublished by NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES,
President, Mrs. Henry Fawcett, LL.D.
Offices :—Parliament Chambers, {4, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, 5.W.

6d. per 100.

Printed by Temprak Prisnise Womks, Edmund Street, Birmingham,
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Woman may be,and el not have fheVole
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Who were their opponents?
What stood in their way?

&

THE OPPONENTS' VIEW.

WOMEN’S NATIONAL ANTI-SUFFRAGE LEAGUE.
By MRS FREDERIC HARRISON.

'HE INVITATION to our league to set forth our views
A in the Que¢en comes at an opportune ' moment, and
is in great contrast with the illiberality of many journals,
_who do their best to close their colummns against us. We
often hear of the injustice dome to that small minority of
| women who demand the Parliamentary vote; we do not hear
of the injustice done to that large majority of women who
have conscientious objections to the vote, and feel that in
every scheme of franchise as vet set forth a creat wrong is
_mtennd.ed to the wives and mothers of this -:}nur;%;rv.

The public has hardly had time or &ppcrrtuniﬁv as yeb to-
understand our position. This franchise movement for
women is too recent a growth to have become a2 practical
question, and the women who disapproved it, did not feel it
their business to oppose or to thwart, those other women who .
Sﬂuﬂbt.?‘} convince them and the general public. Tt is always




a painful and an unpleasant task for women to oppose other
women who command respect, even though their argmments.
may not carry conviction, _ :
| as 1 may call them, for they

™  The constitulional ladies, as [ :
n a constitutional way, have been swent

made their demands 1 : : 1
out of sight by a nuwmber of © irresponsibles,” who have. as
ht discredit on the cause, and forced us into

we think, broug 1
action. Their appearance on the scene entirely changed the
sitnation, which Mr Asquith’s guarded pronouncement has

Wh e ade aoute. The women who did not want the vote were
O Were forced into a position of defence, ;E'L]:lrd had to seek some wa
of putting their caso before politicians and the country. ﬂuﬁ
th o silence would have implied consent and ;L-p-'gmval.
elr As I hope to write with respect n-_n-d' pﬂnsldemtri-un for our
opponents, I must say a word in justification of the term
t 7 “ jrresponsible.” The somewhat rough gambols of the militant
OppOnen S. ladies have not. as we think, done much harm, beyond
annoying candidates for Parliament, who, as the old Ttalian
‘ N rh t t d vetturino used to say, “sont .lft. pour E'EaIEl.._” The cleverness
a S OO and enengy of these 'ladif..n, ir beyond dispule; so is the
fertility. of their imagination, though they do not bear im-
- th s prisanment with the quiet dignity of the passive resisters.
1n elr But we agree that prison is not a pleasant place.
How, then, do I justify the term irresponsible? T will
') quote from a well-known Socialist organ, presumably a friend
W a.y 4 to the cause of woman’s suffrage : :
= Tistening to Miss Christabel Pankhurst the olher day. . = oLt
the limited suffrage for women were passed into law, that is ‘to
say, all the disabilities under which women suffer—physical, menial,
economic, sooal. and moral—wounld all be done away with at a
stroke. Tt is the lack of the vote, so we were given to undersdand,
that renders women liable to sweating, that subjects them {o bad
honshands, that diives them into prostitution, that ecripples their

intelligence, &e. . . . We admire the energy amnd self-sacrifice the
pufiragettes have shown in a poor cause. Buf their misrepresentations

will finally wreck fthem.
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The suffragette’s millennium is a dream; but though it is
well that our young women sghounld dream dreams and see
visions of a happier future, it is not well that they should
make promises which cannot be made good, or that they
should talk irresponsible “rubbish” (I quote again) tol poor'
working women. '

We have waited long for some wond or sign from the

- constitutional suffragists to curb and restrain this flood of

frothy effervescence, They have amongst them women of
distinction well able to prick these economic amd wother
bubbles, but no word or sign has come. So it is that ihe
women of our league find a duly thrust upon them to spealk
plainly their mind, and to say openly what they think of
a movement which seems to them morbid and retrograde.

= We consider that the extension of the suffrage to another
gex 18 no simple addition to the woll of electors; it is mot
analogous to an extension of the male franchise. 1t is a vast
npheaval of social institutions and habits, which must cut
into the peace and well-being of families and re-act for harm
on the eduncation of children.

= We quote from our ieaflet “ Woman's Suffrage—and
After ! S '

Lot ib not be supposed that this agitation will be appeased by
small concessions of a Hmiled suffrage. If it be given exclusively to
spinsters it will I an offence to wives and  mothers, who are cer-
tainly not less qualified to vote on national issues. If it be given
to wives. it will divide homes and leave decisions to the sex which
cannob defend the Stale nor enforce obedience to the laws. If it ba
extended to all adulis it threatens us with a majority of women volers.

These difliculties have never heen met or answered, nor has
any suffragist lady told us how she proposes to aveid inflicting
a gross injustice on the bulk of Englishwomen. The vote,
of course, first : but after will come the demand to be admitted
to Parliament, to sit on juries, to be judges of the land, &c.
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*%*”33%* ?Eaenam&ra Says Hc}me is Pl sce,
for Iﬁar’ried Women- '

>3

“ There are tco many marrl-ed Wornen
said Dy. Macnamara, Parliamentary Secretary
to the Admiralty, last evening, in the course
of an instructive a.ddresg which he delivered
at Cl‘edon-road 1,.C.C. School, Bermonds‘av,

V-U ho Were under the E—L‘[IS};)ICE.‘S af the North Ca.mberwell

rleera]. and Radical Association.

o A great outburst of laughter foilowed Dr_
thelr Macnamara’s declaration. ilis audience had
not qguite caught his po;nt-

‘“Liet me finish,’> he said. ¢° Dan’t be 1n a

7 _hurry. You get hold of me sometimes, but
O Onents not very often.. There are too miany married
- women whose ‘hushands cemld mainitain them

as any gentlerman could: but who are yet en-
gaged in the labouy market. (EHear, hear.) You

\}‘} at Stoo may sSay I am old-fashioned, but I say that
a married woman, whose husband can malir-

tain a home, ought to be at home locking after

e 2 _her children.’’ (Heaxr, hear.)
ln t elr - . Some interruption took place here, to which
Dr. Macnamara replied: ““If a husband can

maintain his wife and their children without the

7 wife going out ito work, he ought to do so.

Wa‘Y' Apart from that, however, 1 am fooklng to the

ultimate effect on the race. It is not good for

the race that women should go out into ena-

ployment, and it is neot. good for the children
when the mothers do so.’? (Cheers.)

In the course of his address, Dr. D "\flfa.cna,ma,ra,
referring to the unemployed problem, said he
knew of no magic solution for it. Xe criticisecl
at’ some length the °" Right fto Work?* Bill
and showed hOW seriocusly 1t would affect tn@'

| rates ;n (_,a,mborwell-
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Te;1 Reﬁsm-ls Wﬁ]r
The Great Majority of Women
Do Not Want the Ballot.

BECAUSE they have not lost faith in their fathers, husbands, sons and brothers, who

afford full protection to the community, there being no call for women to relieve
them of the task.

BECAUSE women realize that when they become voters they will in consequence have to
serve as jurors, and be compelled to hear all the repugnant details incident to mur-
der trials and trials for other crimes disclosing unspeakable wickedness. Jury
service is abhorrent to every normal woman.

BECAUSE in political activities there is constant strife, turmoil, contention and bitterness,
producing conditions from which every normal woman naturally shrinks.

BECAUSE the primary object of government is to protect persons and property. This
duty is imposed by nature upon man, the women being by nature absclved from
assuming a task to-them impossible.



Who were their opponents?
What stood in their way?

&

BECAUSE when women noisily contest and scramble for public office—woman pitted
against woman—they write an indictment of womankind against which all right-
minded women strenuously protest.

BECAUSE women can accomplish more through counselling than they ever can attain
through commanding.

BECAUSE woman suffrage will not enhance peace and harmony in the home, but, on
the contrary, in the heat of a campaign, it is sure to bring about dissension and
discord.

BECAUSE Nebraska women are already enjoying a greater measure of protection and
privilege under the law than do women of any state where women vote.

BECAUSE the woman worker wants rest and quietude—not political excitement.

BECAUSE, every reason supporting the claim of women to vote supports also the right
of women to be consulted as to whether they shall or shall not be given the ballot.
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The Adventures of the Woman
Who Did It.

MISS DAVISON’S CAREER.

Always in the Battle Line
of the Militants.

Miss Davison is one of the most noted women
‘m the suffragist movement. She is a militant of

militants, and has certainly earned for herself
the description one of the officials at the W.S.P.U.
offices gave the Daily Sketch yesterday: “ A woman
gha fears nothing; permanent address Holloway,
rison.”’
The daughter of Charles Edward and M&rg’greﬁ
Davison, she was born at Blackheath.

She graduated B.A. with honours at Lor_fdon Um.i |

versity.

Joining the W.8.P.U. in November, 1906, she seon
became one of the most prominent of its membel-s
- Here is a list of her offences and unpusonments,
which began in March, 1909 :—

March 30, 1909.—One month for an offence while on

deputatmn

July 30.—Two months for obstruction at Time-
house, released after ﬁve and a half days’ hunger

strike.
. September 4 —Stone-throwing a.t_ White City, Man-

What were
some of the
consequences
for going
against
popular public
opinion?



‘September 4.—Stone-throwing at White City, Man-
hester, two months, but released after two and g
alf days’ hunger strike.. :

onth’s hard labour on each count; hunger struck,
orcibly fed, defied prison authorities, who turned
ose-pipe on her, Afterwards she brought an action
gainst the visiting magistrates of Strangeways
Prison and won her case. Sl S
| December 14, 1911.—Arrested for setting fire tg
[pillar-boxes in London, sentenced to six months’ im-
prisonment, hunger struck twice, and released ten
days before expiration of sentence on account of
injuries received while being forcibly fed.

Aberdeen for a;ssa.ultini[ Baptist minister whom she
said she mistook for Mr. Lloyd:George. Released
after four days after hunger-striking for that period,

Among her other exploits are:—

Hid in hot-air shaft of House of Commons.

Hid in crypt in House of Commons twice. '

— Miss Davison is a member of the Kilburn branch
‘of the W.5.P.U., but she is a guerilla fighter. and
as ‘a rule the officers of the movemen% had no
knowledge of what she intended to do. i
.~ ‘According to one of the women at the head
‘offices this was the case in the Derby incident.
. “Bhe is a level-headed woman,” said the. officigl
to the Daily Sketch, ' and when she threw herself
‘at the horse she would realise fully that she wag
| practically throwing her life away. You may take
(1t from me that if she made her mind up to do

anything, the fear of death would not cause her
'to hesitate for a single moment.” . -

October 20.—Stone-throwing at Radcliffe, ene

November 30, 1912.—Ten days’ imprisonment at

What were
some of the
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for going
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prisoners. ' After a while my door
opened, and I saw a stream of war-
resses. I was lying on my bed, and I
immediately turned to the wall but they

wheeled the bed out into the middle Of

the room, and tried te get me into

position “for feeding. I struggled
violently, but they sat on my legs and
I was fed with the nasal tube. was
so exhausted at the end of the feeding
that a wardress was left with me for some
time.

“‘ Next morning, when the time came
for them to feed me, I got up, as I felt
I could never be fed on the bed again.

I felt so helpless, and ached all over

fr om the fight.

; Horrible Pain.
““On Sunday morning the religious

service which is held for inmates of the

infirmary was going on over my head,
and their first hymn had. just. ﬁnlshed

when the doctor and wardresses ap-

peft,red to feed me. I was vmlently sick
s S A S S P e R +hean
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peared to feed me. I was violently sick
during this feedmg but 1t was nothmg
to the time I had in the evening. When
the tube was put up my nose it twmted

and pa,rt of 1t came out of my mouth.

The pain was so horrible I felt as if
My nose Wwas belnfr pulled off, and T
stmggled violently. At this- the doctor
said, ¢ After all, 11:. is only an'indiarubber
tube but to me it felt - more like a
crowbar. I was violently sick, and when
the operation was over I crled with
relief and pain.

~ “The following morning they tried
the throat tube, and the doctor gave me
the choice of a gag. That night they.
gave me something rather thick, which
took a long time to go thr ough the tube,
and made me feel very ill.

“ On New Year’s Da,y I had been
sleeping so badly that they gave me a
sleeping draught.

““ The prison officials were most kmd _
and seemed to loathe the abommable
practice of forcible feeding.”’



